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Buddhism in China and Lotus Sutra 

Introduction 

Buddhism is one of the majorly recognized religions of the world alongside Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and others. The religion is mainly based in Asia especially Japan, India, and China. In China, Buddhism is the largest religion with about 18% of the Chinese population practicing the religion. But just how did the religion find itself to China? We cannot talk about Buddhism and fail to talk about Lotus Sutra. The Lotus Sutra is one the Mahayana sutras that contains the final teachings of the Buddha. This paper explores the religion of Buddhism in China and how it is rooted in Lotus Sutra before 1500. 
The Lotus Sutra

The Lotus Sutra is the basis in which Buddhism is established. It is one of the most popular Mahayana sutras, one of the greatest genres of Buddhist sutra. The Lotus Sutra is also the basis on which schools of Buddhism such as Tiantai, Tendai, Cheontae, and Nichiren were established. It is one of the most influential sacred scriptures of Buddhism whereby Shakyamuni tells the truth of life tow which he was enlightened. Lotus Sutra’s main message is that Buddhahood is inherent in every person irrespective of their gender, ethnicity or intellectual ability. According to Lotus Sutra, Buddhahood is characterized by courage, wisdom and courage and is a source of positive energy. Lotus Sutra is composed of 28 chapters with many charms and mantras. The Lotus Sutras was first translated into Chinese in the 3rd century.

How Buddhism is believed to have arrived in china

Buddhism in China has changed Chinese culture in various areas such as in the literature, medicine, philosophy, and material culture. 
There were a lot of translations that were done regarding Buddhism, where Buddhism itself originated from India. These translations were done into the Chinese language. The translation included works of Taoist and Confucian composed into the canon prints and impacted the spread of Buddhism in the entire Asia. The invasion of Buddhism in China was due to Chinese and Indians' interaction and Islamic religions.

There is no actual time known upon which Buddhism arrived in china soils, but it is believed to have come during ancient times. Some of the scholars believe Buddhism was brought to Chinese in around the first century by Han Dynasty. These were done with the aid of the missionaries who came from India into China. Many generations of schoolers have done debates on which was the first place where Buddhist missionaries arrived, whether it is the Han China through maritime or through the overland routes. Liang Qichao plus Paul Pelliot had made proposals claiming that Buddhism was initially done in China's south Huia's river regions.
On the other side of the argument, Buddhism come into Chinese soil through the Kansu corridors in Yellow river basins and planes of north china (Olles, 2019).  the middle of the second century and after the first missionary started their translations activities in the capital called Lo-And, the prince, Liu Ying of Chu, delighted in the practice of Huang-Lao Daoism, where both Buddhists monks and laypeople at the courts preceded over the ceremonies of Buddhists. Therefore, the first place where Buddhism was practiced was in china in the western region and the capital Luoyang which in the present time is called Henan, where the empire Ming of Han made the establishment of the white horse temple in the 68CE.
Translations scriptures to the Chinese language 

The first translations that were done into the Chinese language happened in the 148 CE when there was prince Parthian turned monk. He made sure that the temple for the Buddhists was established in Luoyang. Then he planned for the translations of texts into Chinese, which testified the beginning of a wave of Buddhist in the central of Asia stay for many centuries (Ch'En, 2015). A Shigao made translations Buddhist texts into fundamental doctrines such as meditations and Abhidharma. A Xuan, who was a Parthian, was a layman and worked closely with An Shigao, which made them translate the Mahayana Buddhist texts on the channel of Bodhisattva. The Buddhism of Mahayana was the first text spread in china by the Kushan monk in 164 to 186 CE, who made his arrival from kingdom of Gandhara. Lokakssema did translations, which were very important in the Mahayana sutras, for example, in the topics like samadhi plus meditation of Buddha Aksobhya. The translations that Lokaksema continued make gave a lot of light in the early times of Mahayana Buddhism. The texts' corpus always includes the emphasis of ascetic practices and absorptions in the conditions such as meditative and concentration.
Buddhist schools in early times 

During the ancient periods,' in China the schools that were recognized included the early Indian schools, which were the fundamental institutions that offered the educations of Buddhism's texts. In the first times, many countries got to use Chinese Buddhism, and spread wide even in Asian countries.
The song dynasty 

The song dynasty happened from 960 to 1279 and was classified into two different times the northern and southern songs. The northern song capital based in Beijing, and the song dynasty made control of inner china. The southern song is the time when the song lost control of northern China to the Jin dynasty, and the Song court made retreat to the south of the River of Yangtze. During the time of song dynasty, the government made use of it so that they could make strong their control over the whole country.
Acceptance of Buddhism in china


With the Tang Dynasty's help, many temples of Buddhist temples and shrines got expanded in china. During these times, there arose the actions of Laity making their donations to the monks in the temples so that they could be able to secure spiritual and earthly rewards. These Buddhist monks received many practical and spirituals advantages by the acts of charity and by the support of public works. These donations that were being made included land money and other resources that involve the artworks, including statues, cave shrine, and even they provided the set of Buddhist texts.

Some individuals decided to get converted into Buddhism and follow the monastery life they got avoided in the society, especially the strict followers of Confucianism. The main reason for that life in the monastery was against Chinese culture and beliefs. When the Buddhist monks entered the sanctuary, they could have to sacrifice one family name, get their hair cut, and embrace the life of poverty. Regardless of these critics and difficulties and many persecutions on Buddhism, the foreign land's religion continued to take roots, especially during the song dynasty. The empire Shizong persecuted many of the Buddhists during the song dynasty. During this time, the organization called the institution for translation of sutras was formed to enhance the translations of Buddhist texts (Brook, 2020). The institution also had some of the leading monks from the Indians monks helping in the new Buddhist training.
The new Buddhist arts got to be developed, and these formed a period in which the developments of the scriptures and other architectures of religion got to create very fast. Many objects were discovered in the Tang and the Song dynasty, such as the freestanding marble statue stone status and the sandstone. There were no many large metals found in the Tang and Song dynasty when the Buddhists got persecuted, which were regarded as the metal of high currency at that time. Chinese culture was significantly changed by Buddhism culture, where the Chinese increase in food intake, such as tea, during the Buddhism period. It was also increased in the use of some tools such as the chairs. Wearing cotton got to rise, making many changes in the culture and how the Chinese carried out their activities. Therefore, the Buddhism culture was on the rise as the Chinese culture was in the fall. The Nuns participated in the religious practices with the devotion of many and different Buddha and Bodhisattva. The most prominent Goddess was Guanyin, the goddess of compassion, love, and mercy. She was also considered to be the savior of those who worshiped the needs of Guanyin's help.
Anti-Buddhism in china.


Many persecutions got to happen in China, where the first of the persecutions happened was at the start of 446. The empire of Taiwu in the northern Wei Taoist and was fighting a rebel who was by the name Gai. While in the campaign, the weapons were discovered bin the temple of Buddhists these incidents made the empire believe that the Buddhism culture and movement was against his leadership. He decided that it was against the Buddhists and imposed a penalty where the individuals who took part in Buddhism faced the death penalty. Therefore, the abolishment of Buddhism increased the number of Buddhists through Guanzhong, where Gai's rebellion and his agents were based on they got slaughtered. The slaughtering of the Buddhists continued in the reign of empire Taiwu killing many of the Buddhists. Later times of the empire, the killings got reduced and got to end at the last times of the 452 when the empire's grandson took over the leadership of the empire. Because he was a Buddhist, he stopped the killings and encouraged the Buddhism that his grandfather was bitter.

The second anti-Buddhist movements were attempted in the first in 574 and the second in 577. The two of them started at different times. The northern Zhou Empire was against Buddhism activities plus Taoism's activities; these were because of the belief that the two religions had come to be wealthy and powerful than his empire. He advocated that the Buddhists in the monasteries and had declared they are wealthy and live the life of poverty to return to their everyday life to have the experience of economic growth. The burn the empire had imposed then came to an end in 578 when the empire of north Zhou took over the reign.

 There was then one of the greatest persecutions in China in 845, and it was initiated by the Taoist empire of the Tang dynasty. It was later called the great Buddhist persecution. During these times, the Buddhists were flourishing, and their monasteries were not subjected to taxes, which made them grow tremendously. The Chinese were in significant conflict with Uyghur's tribes, where the army of the Uyghur tribe won the battle, which made the Chinese bankrupt. Because of the empire's bankruptcy, the emperor was in demand to solve the problem to get the wealth of the Buddhists. The emperor closed many of the Buddhist shrines and made their lands confiscated.

The persecution of the Buddhists in china was also due to social reasons since many of the confused philosophers did not like the Buddhism religion since they made claims that Buddhism's belief was undermining China's social structure. The Buddhist continues to enlighten the follower to enter into becoming the monks and even becoming Nuns. These activities were very different from what the Chinese culture required because they were based on having family loyalty, such as caring for the elderly and ensuring that the youths reached the age of marriage starting a family. The persecutions continued because the Chinese view had a view that the monks and the Nuns' lifestyles could not be able to get the empire into being economically viable (Apple, 2016). These were because the monks and the Nuns were not involved in economic importance activities such as weaving and farming. Therefore, making the prosecutors have a determination to make the monks and the Nuns return into the working class that they could have contributions to the economic society.  Tang Empire became infamous because of his prejudice against the Buddhists, where he made sure that all the temples got destroyed and the monks and the nuns returned to the life of paying taxes. These were to be achieved by having the families' statues and the worshiping places like the temples they got melted. Four thousand temples they got destroyed. More than 260500 Buddhist monks were then forced to denounce their beliefs. More than forty thousand refugees and hermitages were also killed. Two years later, the empire Wuzong died and was succeeded by his uncle Xuanzong who revived Buddhism's religion again and ensured they continued to thrive.
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